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great king's palace. They drove up their own sheep and brought
the wine that was to make them merry, while their bread was
sent in for them by their buxom wives. This was how they pre-
pared for their banquet in Menelaus' hall.
Meanwhile, in front of Odysseus' palace, the Suitors in their
usual free and easy way were amusing themselves with quoits
and javelin-throwing on the levelled ground where we have
seen them at their sports before. Antinous and Prince Eury-
machus, the boldest spirits in the gang and its acknowledged
leaders, were sitting by, when Phronius' son Noemon came up
to them with a question for Antmous.
*Have we any idea/ he asked him, 'when Telemachus comes
back from sandy Pylos, or don't we know? He has gone off with
my ship; and I happen to need it, to cross over to Elis, where the
ields are big and I keep a dozen mares. They have some un-
weaned mules not broken in yet to the work they'll have to do.
; want to drive one off and train him.'
His news filled them with secret consternation, for they had
10 notion that Telemachus had gone to Pylos, but thought he
vas somewhere in the neighbourhood on the farm, among the
locks perhaps, or with the swineherd. So now it was Antinous'
um to question Noemon.
* Iwant the truth,' he said.' When did he leave and what young
allows went with him? Did he pick men from the town or did
e make up a crew from his own serfs and servants, as he easily
light? And here's another point I must clear up; so answer me
irefully. Did he use force and go off with your ship against
our wishes? Or did you let him pitch you some yarn and take
sr?'
*I gave her to him,' said Noemon, 'of my own accord. What
'ould anyone do when asked a favour by a man of his standing
ith so much trouble on his mind? It would be very hard to
fuse him. As for the young fellows who went with him,
ey're the best men in the place, next to ourselves. For captain,
ey had Mentor. I saw him embark - him or some god.

